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Hr.  Chairnan,  Mrs.  Craven  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  this  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Ulverston,  in  respect  of  the  year  ending 
31st  December  1972.  The  contents  and  the  lay-out  are  in  accordance  with  the 
Department  of  Health  Circular  l/73. 

xhe  population  estimate  for  June  1972  was  12,300,  the  highest  in  the  town’s 
history  -  about  2,500  more  than  as  recently  as  1050.  In  that  tine,  the  number  of 
houses  has  increased  by  1200  or  so. 


Tne  number  of  deaths  was  about  the  average  for  recent  years,  with  Coronary  Irtery 
Disease  being  the  most  frequent  cause  for  men,  and  Cerebro-vascular  Disease (strokes) 
that  for  women.  Uhat  is  particularly  disturbing  is  that  seven  of  the  twenty  one 
deaths  in  younger  men  were  due  to  Cor  aiary  Thrombosis.  This  disease  is  our  country's 
•greatest  epidemic  in  odern  times,  and.  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  responsible  for 
the  allocation  of  financial  and  other  resources,  in  the  now  National  Health  Service, 
will  direct  attention  to  its  prevention  and  treatment,  whether  by  research,  health 
education  or  use  of  sophisticated  equipment. 


Three  deaths  were  due  to  accidents.  x  Canadian  publication  has  drawn  attention 
to  the  interesting  fact  that  people  who  had  received  training  in  First  Aid,  as 
school  children,  were  less  prone  to  domestic,  traffic  or  industrial  accidents, 
although  this  has  not  yet  been  confirmed  in  Britain,  it  is  a  reasonable  assumption, 

and  an  avenue  of  work  which  those  of  us  engaged  in  health  preservation  and  education 
should  pursue. 


In  the  late  summer  and  autumn,  a  worrying  number  of  complaints  were  received, 
of  discoloured  water,  drawn  from  piped  water  domestic  supplies.  Investigation 
indicated  that  it  was  due  to  an  unusually  high  demand  for  water,  disturbing  sediment 
in  the  trunk  mains.  Before  this  had  settled  down,  it  was  further  aggravated  by  a 
burst  in  the  9''  trunk  main,  which  on  refilling  after  repair,  further  disturbed  the 
sediment  which  could  not  be  entirely  cleared  by  flushing,  and  so  spread  into  the 
distribution  system.  Samples  of  the  water  were  taken  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination,  and  thankfully  were  found  to  be  both  free  of  harmful  organisms  and 
within  internationally  accepted  limits  for  solid  constituents. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  School  Clinic  was  well  under  way  in  reconstruction, 
to  convert  it  into  a  purpose  built  Health  Centre.  Both  branches  of  community 

medicine  will  work  from  these  premises  -  our  general  practitioner  colleagues,  and 
the  local  health  authority  staff. 


.Hiat  are  our  most  pressing  public  health  problems  now?  Ulverston  is  a  delightful 
healthy,  and  prosperous  town;  there  appears  to  be  plenty  of  leisure  and  sporting 
activities  available.  There  are  areas  of  urban  decay,  which  I  mentioned  last  year' 
these  need  no  further  comment  at  the  moment,  as  they  are  all  too  obvious.  Mint  is 
not  obvious,  but  to  me,  of  great  importance  to  the  health  and  happiness  of  our 
community,  are  noise  and  air  pollution. 


t 


I  am  oure  that  we  are  becoming  immune  to  the  volume  of  noise,  day  and  night, 
with  which  to  are  assaulted.  As  the  thresh— hold  of  acceptable  background  noise  rises, 
we  are  storing  up  for  ourselves  great  dangers  to  physical  and  mental  health. 

Similarly  with  domestic  smoke  and.  vehicle  exhaust  gases,  these  .arc  discharged  at  a 
low  level  where  they  tend  to  remain  or  drop  to  ground  level,  damaging  our  paintwork, 
fabrics  and  lungs,  in  the  process.  The  answers  to  come  of  my  concerns  lie  with 
engineers  and  town  planners,  but  forward  looking  people  in  a  position  to  influence 
public  opinion,  must  ask  the  questions  and  insist  on  results. 

I  have  boon  called  Cassandra  before,  but  I  am  convinced  that  unless  we  tackle 
some  of  these  and  other  hidden  pollutants  soon,  then  we  and.  our  descents  are  going 
to  bo  faced  with  an  increasing  amount  of  low  grade  ill  health  in  years  to  come. 

Finally,  I  thank  the  Committee  for  their  interest  in  the  field  of  preventive 
and  social  medicine,  and  I  acknowledge  with  sincerity  the  continued  hard  work  of  ny 
colleagues . 


I  have  the  honour  to  bo, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
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J.V.DYSR. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


AREA  in  lores  ..  .  .  . .  . .  3,196 

POPUL  ATION  Census  1961  . .  . ,  ..  10,527 

Census  1 971  . .  . .  . .  11 ,888 

Mid-year  estimate  1972  ..  12,300 


NUMBER  OP  INHABITED  DUELLINGS 

according  to  Rate  Book  1971  ..  4,116 

RATE.1BLE  VALUE  . .  .  .  £432 , 074 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A  PENNY  RATE  ..  £4,033.00 


0  0  0 


Although  a  large  part  of  the  district  is  rural  in  character 
a  variety  of  industries  are  carried  on  in  the  town,  the  chief  of 
which  are  manufacture  of  anti-biotics  and  other  pharmaceuticals, 
electrical  accessories,  electronic  components,  tanning,  brewing, 
tool  making,  electro-mechanical  and  light  engineering  and 
knitwear  manufacturing. 

Agriculture  plays  a  large  part  in  the  life  of  the  community 
and  a  cattle  market  is  held  weekly. 

Ulverston  is  also  the  market  town  for  the  surrounding 
countryside  and  a  public  market  is  held  once  a  week. 
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SUHNIRY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


Live  Births 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

95 

65 

160 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Total 

103 

70 

173 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

0 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Total  live  and  still  births 

103 

71 

174 

Infant  Deaths 

Under  1  year  of  age 

(infant  Mortality) 

0 

1 

1 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

(Neonatal  Mortality).. 

0 

1 

1 

Under  1  week  of  ago 

(Early  Neonatal  Mortality). 

0 

1 

1 

Deaths  -  all  ages  . . 

90 

93 

CO 

X — 

These  figures  give  Rates,  as  follows 

*  «■» 

o 

Live  births  per  1000  home  population 

a) crude 

rate 

14.1 

b) adjusted  rate. . 

e 

14.4 

Still  births  per  1000  total  live  a 

nd  still 

births 

6. 0 

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  live  births 

•  o 

6.0 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1000  live  births.. 

•  • 

6.0 

Deaths  per  1000  hone  population 

a) crude 
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•  • 

14.9 

b) adjusted  rate. 

o  • 

11.2 
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Adjusted  live  birth  rate  ( conpar ability  factor  1.02)  =  14.4  per  1,000 
Adjusted  death  rate  ( conpar ability  factor  0.75)  =  11.2  per  T,000 


COMMENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  Tho  estimate  for  June  1972  once  again  shows 
a  large  increase,  this  tine  of  alnost  300 
persons,  which  is  about  what  would  be  expected 
from  the  movement  of  people  into  the  town,  to 
occupy  the  70  or  so  new  houses  completed 
during  the  year. 


The  following  table  gives  the  age-sex  structure 
of  the  town,  using  the  most  recently  available 
data.  Tho  pattern  is  even  clearer,  when  put 
into  a  block  graph.  Here,  can  readily  be  seen, 
the  reduction  in  births  during  the  economic 
depression,  the  post  war  '’bulge” ,  and  the 
longevity  of  women. 


Year  of  Birth 

Male  i 

Female 

Total 

Before  1896 

IV) 

o 

vn 

445 

650 

1 896-1 900 

170 

300 

470 

1901-1905 

245 

360 

605 

1906-1910 

295 

o 

o 

*rj- 

695 

1911-1915 

330 

310 

640 

1916-1920 

360 

400 

760 

1921-1925 

350 

405 

755 

1926-1930 

385 

355 

740 

1931-1935 

285 

330 

615 

1936-1940 

375 

335 

710 

1941-1945 

400 

400 

800 

1946-1950 

415 

445 

860 

1951-1955 

350 

350 

700 

1956-1960 

420 

410 

830 

1961-1965 

510 

455 

965 

1966-1971 

545 

540 

1  ,085 

Totals 

5,61-0 

6,240 

11 ,880 

(provisional  figures) 


-10- 


UU'KRSTovv)  l>l5TKiCT  POV’ULfVTlOM  1771 


O 

c 


-11- 


t 

I 

! 

i 

! 


i 


j 

i 

i 

j 

j 

I 

! 

j 

! 

I 

I 

I 


I 

j 

1 

I 


c* 


o ! 


Ul 

7 


^  j 

n  i 

z 

o 

r- 

nr 


L/)| 

j  ! 
-Z  1 
> 


p 


p 

z 

<£ 

_J 


UJ 

cf 


to 

•V 

7.  ^ 


I 


SQS'fciSnOHi  s-'i  S'3or«f>\ 


Births  There  were  173  births,  about  the  average  for 

recent  years,  although  in  absolute  numbers 
considerably  fewer  than  in  1971.  This,  of  course 
demonstrates  the  errors  into  which  the  amateur 
statistician  can  fall  when  dealing  with  small 
populations.  It  is  of  more  value  to  follow 
trends  or  convert  absolute  figures  into  rates. 

The  birth  rate  was  14.1  par  1000  population, 
and  after  correction  to  permit  direct  comparison 
with  the  f.iguro  for  England  and  Halos,  14.4  per 
1000,  just  below  the  national  r<ate  of  14.8. 

8$  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 


Deaths  The  death  rate  was  again  below  that  for  the 

country  as  a  whole.  1 83  people  died  ( 1 81  last 
year),  and  the  causes  are  given  on  page  13. 

The  ages  at  death  were: 


Under 

1  year 

25-34 

35-44 

1-5-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75+ 

Total 

Hales 

0 

1 

1 

5 

14 

34 

35 

90 

Females 

1 

0 

1 

5 

10 

20 

56 

93 

Coronary  Artery  Disease  of  the  IIea,rt  was  again 
the  most  frequent  cause  of  death.  Extensive 
research  into  the  predisposing  factor  continues 
all  over  thP  world,  and  although  no  single 
condition  has  yet  boon  conclusively  identified, 
it  is  clear  that  a  high  cholesterol  diet,  lack 
of  exercise,  too  much  smoking  and  over  eating, 
together  contribute  to  the  deposits  of 
cholesterol  in  the  walls  of  the  arteries  which 
take  blood  to  the  heart  muscle.  It  is  also 
clear,  that  being  born  a  male,  is  the  first 
step  to  suffering  a  heart  attack.  Of  our  male 
deaths,  31$  were  from  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease, 
but  only  24$  of  female  deaths.  Further,  of  these 
deaths,  7  of  the  non  were  under  65  years  of  age 
but  only  1  of  the  ladies. 


Infant  Mortality 

Only  one  baby  failed  to  reach  its  first  birthday, 
and  this  sad  death  occurred  within  only  a  few 
hours  of  birth. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1972 


Cause 

Male 

1 

Female  i 

j 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc. 

3 

1 

i 

oesophagus 

3 

3 

stonach 

2 

2  ! 

4 

intestine 

5 

1 

6 

lung  and  bronchus 

5 

3 

8 

breast 

A 

*T 

i 

A 

‘r 

other  forms 

5 

5 

10 

Other  Endoctrine  etc.  Diseases 

1 

1 

Anaemias 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

2 

3 

Chronic  Pdieunatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

i 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

28 

23 

51 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

3 

3 

6 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

22 

cm 

54 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

1 

1 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis 

“ 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .. 

1 

: 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Gen ito-ur inary  System 

_ 

2 

2 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

l 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions 

1 

i 

1 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

2 

i 

3 

Total 

90 

1 

95 

i 

I 

183 
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Year 

Estimated 

nid-yoar 

Population 

Births 

i 

Deaths 

1950 

9,925 

158 

147 

1951 

9,920 

138 

155 

1952 

10,040 

153 

128 

1953 

10,160 

139 

126 

1954 

10,260 

133 

124 

1955 

10,270 

142 

110 

!  1956 

10,360 

158 

131 

1957 

1 

10,410 

150 

112 

1958 

o 

o 

•* 

O 

139 

157 

|  1959 

10,420 

142 

158 

I960 

1 

10,400 

162 

159 

1961 

10,400 

140 

138 

1962 

o 

CO 

o 

154 

161 

1963 

10,490 

146 

185 

1 964 

10,370 

157 

182 

1965 

10,340 

158 

162 

1966 

o 

o 

o 

T— 

182 

176 

1967 

10,560 

151 

191 

1968 

10,690 

190 

163 

1969 

10,850 

182 

193 

1970 

11,080 

178 

201 

1971 

12,010 

212 

181 

1972 

12,300 

173 

183 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 


FOR 


THE  ARE' 


Laboratory  Facilit ies 


The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  and  water  samples, 
as  well  as  of  specinens  of  faeces  etc.  fron  individual 
patients,  is  carried  cut  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Preston.  Chemical  analyses  of  milk  and  water  arc  performed 
by  the  County  Analyst. 


Ambulance  Service 


Fully  equipped  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Ulverston  and 
Grange-over-Sands . 


Domiciliary  Services 


The  Lancashire  County  Council  has  a  full  staff  of  Health 
Visitors,  District  Nurses,  Nidwives,  Social  Workers  and 
Home  Helps,  who  look  after  the  health  and  welfare  of 
people  in  their  own  hones.  Those  are  administered  from 
the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Ulverston  and  the  Furness 
Area  Social  Services  Office,  Ulverston. 


Clinics 

The  School  Clinic  in  Victoria  Road,  Ulverston  is  being 
enlarged  and  redesigned  to  become  a  full  scale  Health 
Centre.  Accommodation  will  be  provided  for  general 
practitioners,  the  school  health  and  child  health  service, 
dentistry,  chiropody,  health  education  and  a  whole  range 
of  other  treatment  and  health  protection  facilities.  It 
was  not  easy  to  find  entirely  suitable  temporary  premises, 
during  the  reconstruction  period,  but  those  that  have  been 
rented  at  2  Queen  Street,  (over  National  Westminster  Bank), 
have  proved  to  be  quite  adequate  and  needed  but  little 
adaptation.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Health  Centre 
will  be  ready  for  use  before  the  autumn  of  1973?  and  should 
be  of  immense  benefit  to  the  people  of  Ulverston. 


Hospitals 

Infectious  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 
Venereal  Disease 


-  Devonshire  Road  Hospital ,  Barrow. 

-  High  Carley  Hospital,  Pennington. 

-  Devonshire  Road  Hospital,  Barrow. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Ir fee t ions 

The  followin'-;  table  shows  the  nunber  of  cases  notified  as  occurring 
in  the  Ulverston  Urban  District  during  the  years  1965  -  1972 


1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Measles 

264 

56 

217 

51 

0 

4 

0 

46 

Vho oping  cough 

"o' 

0 

5 

1 

0 

/! 

/  r 

4 

1 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Food  poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Infective  jaundice 
(from  Juno, 1968) 

— 

— 

5 

44 

9 

0 

0 

•Scarlet  fever 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

2  66 

56 

222 

•1-6 

m  /i 

1  r 

_ 

18 

‘  r 

50 

The  re-appearance  of  Measles  was  a  great  disappointment,  despite 
an  intensive  vaccination  campaign.  Due  to  problems  in  the  distribution 
of  the  vaccine  in  1968  and  196°,  a  gr  up  of  children  remained 
unprotected,  and  it  is  thuy  who  have  farmed  the  reservoir  of  infecti  n. 
58  rf  the  cases  were  aged  between  5  and  9  years.  Measles  is  not  just 
a  simple  childish  ailment  it  has  a  definite  mortality  and  amongst 
other  handicaps,  can  leave  permanently  impaired  hearing  or  vision. 


Vaccination  and  Irr-.iunisat_ion 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  is  free,  and  offered  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus  (lockjaw),  poliomyelitis  and  measles,  at  school 
clinics,  child  health  centres,  and  by  most  general  practitioners. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  offered  to  older  children 
and  a  vaccine  against  German  Measles  to  older  school  girls. 

The  next  table  shows  the  number  of  children  resident  in  Ulverston, 
hy  year  of  birth,  who  were  vaccinated  or  immunised  against  certain 
infectious  diseases  in  1972, 


Year  of  birth 

To  tal 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1965 

to 

1968 

Measles 

108 

65 

7 

15 

195 

Poliomyelitis 

26 

156 

35 

5 

7 

227 

"hooping  cough 

ro 

07 

150 

52 

5 

4 

214 

Diphtheria 

25 

155 

52 

4 

7 

221 

Whilst  the  local  response  to  these  preventive  measures  has  been 
fairly  well  maintained  in  recent  years,  there  is  still  much  room  for 
improvement. 
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Tuberculosis 


One  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  1972. 

This  tqblo  shox^s  the  numbers  of  nex-j  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
in  Ulverston  Urban  District  residents  during  the  past  23  years. 


Year* 

New  Cases 

1 

Deaths  j 

Respiratory 

IT  on-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Re  s  p iratory 

, 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1950 

3 

6 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1951 

5 

5 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1952 

2 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1953 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1954 

6 

7 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1955 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1956 

4 

4 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1957 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1958 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1959 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I960 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1961 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1962 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1963 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1964 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1965 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1966 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1967 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1968 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1969 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1970 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1971 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1972 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

There  are  now  only  5  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  register. 

Since  the  discovery  of  anti- tuberculous  drugs  in  the  early  1950s, 
the  decline  in  incidence  and  prevalance  has  been  a  triumph  of  modern 
medicine.  Nevertheless  cases  are  still  being  diagnosed,  and  it  would 
be  both  premature  and  irresponsible  to  talk  about  Tuberculosis  as  having 
been  eliminated  -  in  some  years  it  is  our  second  most  common  notifiable 
disease . 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


HOUSING 


Reference  was  naclo  in  last  year’s  annual  report  to  the 
comparatively  few  applications  for  improvement  grants  which  had 
been  received  at  that  tine  since  75%  grants  were  available.  As 
a  consequence,  an  appeal  was  made  to  several  landlords  to  take 
advantage  of  the  grants  and  which  it  was  hoped  would  ultimately 
result  in  whole  terraces  or  even  streets  being  improved  to  a 
similar  standard.  The  response  was  good  but  because  local  builders 
are  fully  engaged  with  commitments  already  accepted  delays  are 
being  experienced  in  the  submission  of  plans  and  estimates.  This 
can  be  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  of  the  87  applications  which 
were  made  in  1972  for  improvement  grants  33  of  these  are  still 
waiting  for  builders'  estimates  etc.,  and  consequently  cannot  yet 
bo  approved.  although  41  , grant  aided  improvements  were  completed 
during  the  year  this  figure  also  includes  grants  approved  in  the 
previous  year  and  is  a  further  illustration  of  the  delay  being 
experienced  in  house  improvement  and  which  is  outside  the  Council’s 
control.  It  would  now  appear  to  bo  more  than  likely  that  some  of 
the  grants  will  not  be  completed  within  12  months  of  approval  and 
nay  be  not  even  completed  before  June  1974  so  as  to  qualify  for 
75%  grant  aid.  As  the  delays  being  experienced  are  largely 
brought  about  by  an  attom.pt  to  improve  as  many  houses  in  the  area 
as  possible,  and  thereby  overloading  the  capacity  of  the  building 
industry  an  extension  of  the  higher  grant  aid  for  grants  approved, 
prior  to  this  date,  would  seen  to  be  justified. 

As  opposed  to  house  improvement,  further  progress  was  made 
in  clearing  houses  which  wore  sub-standard  and  unsuitable  for 
improvement,  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  have  been  made  in 
respect  of  properties  in  Hill  Fall.  There  are  24  houses,  seven 
are  owned  by  the  Council,  in  this  area  to  be  cleared,  although 
only  15  are  now  occupied  for  habitation  purposes.  The  Order 
also  includes  two  garages,  a  garage  with  workshop  above  and  a 
disused  workshop  and  store.  This  area  is  an  extension  to  the 
Tyson  Square  area,  where  the  remaining  six  houses  were  demolished 
early  in  the  year,  and  would  be  the  largest  are, a  in  the  town  left 
from  the  original  slum  clearance  proposals. 

Four  unfit  houses,  previously  purchased  by  the  Council  were 
demolished  in  Union  Place  and  two  other  unfit  houses  were  also 
demolished  in  Star  Street  the  latter  being  in  conjunction  with 
improvements  carried  out  to  an  adjacent  house. 
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( 1 )  Number  of  new  dwellings  croctcd  during  the  year; - 


Houses 

Flats 

By  the  local  authority 

Nil 

Nil 

By  other  local  authorities 

Nil 

Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons 

68 

Nil 

(2)  Total  No.  of  Council-owned  dwellings  existing 

at  end  of  year:- 

1  ,056 

(3)  Inspections  of  dwellings  during  the  year:- 

(l)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwellings  inspected  formally 
or  informally  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  lets) 

11 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 
made  for  the  purpose 

. .  65 

(c)  No.  of  dwellings  in  (a)  above  found  to  be 
not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  but  capable  of  being 
rendered  fit 

11 

(2)  Total  No.  c f  dwellings  existing  at  end  cf  year 
which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered 
fit  and  in  respect  of  which 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  (at  0 
tine) 

-ny 

•  c 

38 

(b)  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  have  not  yet 
been  made 

29 

(4)  Houses  Demolished:- 

Number 

Displaced 

during  year 

Pors  ons 

Fanil ies 

In  Clearance  Areas: 

(a)  Unfit  for  human  habitation 

6 

) 

) 

>  , 
i 

(b)  Including  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement , etc 

(c)  On  land  acquired  under  S.43(2),  Housing 
Act,  1957 

. 

A 

1  r 

1 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(5)  Unfit  Houses  Closed*- 

Nil 
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(6)  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit;- 

(l)  By  owner  after  informal  action  by  local  authority 


(2)  After  formal  notice  under  S.9  and  S .  1  6 ,  Housing 

Act,  1957  -  (a)  by  owner  ..  ..  Nil 

(b)  by  local  authority  Nil 

(3)  After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  lets  ..  1 

(d)  After  modification  or  revocation  of  a  clearance 

order  under  S.24,  Housing  Act,  1961.  ..  ..  Nil 

(5)  After  detorninati'-n  of  a  demolition  order  under 

S.24,  Housing  Act,  1957  ..  . .  ..  Nil 


(7)  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use;-  Nil 


(8)  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement;-  Nil 


(9)  Housing  Act,  1969  -  Improvement  Grants,  etc.:- 

No,  of  dwelling  houses 
I  or  other  buildings 


i 

affected 

in  schemes  of 

I 

i 

1 

Owner 

Others 

Local 

Action  taken  during*  the  year;*- 

Occupied 

Authority 

(l)  Submitted  by  private  individuals 

i 

1 

to  local  authority 

39 

22 

— 

(2)  Approved  by  local  authority 

23 

9 

— 

(3)  Submitted  by  local  authority  to 

i 

Department  of  the  Envirannent  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

(4)  Finally  approved  by  Dept. 

Nil 

Nil 

13  ! 

(5)  Vork  completed  .. 

14 

7 

4 

(6)  Additional  separate  dwellings 

included  in  (5)  above  .. 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

(lO)  Housing  Acts,  1961,  1964,  and  1969  - 

i 

! 

S  tandard  Grant  s ; - 

i 

IP',  of 

dwellings  or 

other  buildings 

affected 

Owner 

Occupied 

Others 

Action  during  year;- 

(l)  Applications  submitted  to  local 

authority  for  improvement  to 

(a)  full  standard 

15 

11 

(b)  reduced  standard 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Total  applications  approved  by 

local  authority  for  improvement  to 

(a)  full  s tandar d 

14 

8 

(b)  reduced  standard 

Nil 

Nil 

( 3 )  U ork  c orrple  ted 

16 

4 

l 
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UATER  SUPPLY 


The  Furness  T fa ter  Board  is  responsible  for  the  provision  and 
maintenance  r f  public  water  supplies  in  the  Ulverston  Urban 
District.  The  water  supplied  to  the  District  is  upland  surface 
water  which  is  collected  into  Pennington  reservoir.  It  is  sand 
filtered,  then  stored  in  a  covered  service  reservoir  of 
2y  nillion  gallons  capacity.  Subsequently  it  is  chlorinated  before 
passing  into  the  trunk  main  for  distribution. 

During  the  year  one  existing  dwelling  and  68  new  dwellings 
were  connected  to  the  public  nains  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
4,132  dwellings  were  supplied  direct. 

Complaints  wore  made  in  August,  September  and  October  that 
the  water  coming  into  houses  in  different  parts  of  the  town  was 
discoloured.  Samples  were  taken  from  houses  in  The  Gill,  Croftlands 
and  Uatory  Lane  estates  when  the  first  complaints  were  made  and  the 
water  was  reported  to  be  bactoriologically  satisfactory.  Further 
samples  were  taken  in  August  and  September  and  these  again  were 
satisfactory.  A  chemical  sample,  to  ascertain  amongst  other  things, 
the  solid  constituents  of  the  water,  was  submitted  for  analysis. 

This  was  also  satisfactory  and  revealed  that  the  amount  of  iron 
found  was  below  the  limit  of  0.3  parts  per  nillion  recommended  by 
the  Uorld  Health  Organisation,  above  which  complaints  of  turbidity 
etc.  sometimes  occur. 

The  Furness  'later  Board  was  informed  of  the  above  complaints 
and  arrangements  were  made  to  flush  out  the  mains  water  supply  in 
the  various  areas  to  remove  any  sediment  in  the  pipes.  Since  that 
tine  the  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 


SEVT3RAGE  AND  DRAIU1GE 


The  sewage  is  screened  and  disintegrated,  then  stored  and 
discharged  out  to  sea  only  on  an  ebb  tide,  but  storm  water  overflew 
is  pumped  out  to  sea  at  any  state  of  tide.  ill  operations  are 
automatic. 

At  31st  December,  1972  there  were  approximately  4,111 
dwellings  on  the  water  carriage  system. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD 


Fewer  animals  were  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoirs  this 
year  and  this  was  particularly  noticeable  in  respect  of  cattle  - 
ala.es t  certainly  arising  from  the  increasing  "'rice  of  beef.  Only 
seven  carcases,  i„o,  four  pigs,  two  calves  and  one  sheep  were 
wholly  condemned,  five  cf  which  were  admitted  as  casualties  which 
indicates  the  quality  of  animals  dealt  with.  There  was  a  slight 
increase  in  cases  of  Pleurisy  in  pigs  but  beef  liver  is  still 
seriously  affected  by  liver  flukes  and  approximately  cne  ton  was 
condemned  because  of  this  condition.  The  number  cf  animals  sent 
for  private  slaughter,  presumably  for  homo  deep  freezing, 
increased  this  year  to  a  total  of  592. 


Figures  relating  to  meat  inspections  carried  nit  at  the 
Public  Abattoir  arc  as  shown  below  - 


C-ARC.iSES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEHNED 


Cattle 

Excluding 


Sheep 

and 


Cows 

Coifs 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

785 

7 

14 

3035 

1971 

Number  NOT  inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

Uhole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

31 

1 

Nil 

32 

45 

Tuberculosis  only 

Vhole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Condemnation  of  unsound  f.'-od  found  at  retail  shops  was  loss 
than  previous  years,  at  532  lbs.  but  this  is  largely  duo  to  a  change 
in  trading  whereby  retailers  can  effect  their  own  arrangements  with 
suppliers.  Damaged  goods  which  previously  required  a  condemnation 
note,  more  as  an  authority  for  the  issue  of  a  trade  credit  note, 
are  now  automatically  rejected  on  delivery. 

Six  complaints  of  foreign  natter  or  mould  in  purchase!  food 
were  received  during  the  year.  The  products  were  milk,  cheese, 
meat  pies  and  flour  confectionery  and  crisps.  Full  investigations 
were  made  in  respect  of  each  complaint  including  sending  some 
articles  for  analysis,  and  although  nr  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
warning  letters  were  sent  where  applicable  to  the  persons  concerned. 
Some  difficulty  was  experienced  assessing  the  resp'  nsibility  for 
perishable  foodstuffs  which  had  passed  through  various  trade  sources 
before  sale  and  later  found  to  be  unsound  some  tine  after  sale. 


No  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  brucella  examination  in 
view  of  the  extensive  sampling  which  was  being  carried  out  by 
other  persons.  Ulvorston  is  in  the  Brucella  Eradication  Scheme 
area  xfhich  by  the  1st  November  had  reached  the  stage  of  *  compulsory’ 
eradication  with  full  compulsory  slaughter  powers  of  all  Brucella 
re-actor  animals  and  dangerous  contacts.  Ill  milk  now  sold  is 
either  pasteurised  or  is  from  Brucella  he credited  herds. 

Ihvo  samples  of  ice  cream  manufactured  in  Ulverston  wore  sent 
for  examination  and  both  were  found  to  bo  satisfactory. 
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offices,  shops  and  rmlray  premises 


REGISTRATION  AND  GENES. IL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  prenises  Number  of  prenises 

registered  during 
the  year 

Number  of 
At  end  of 
year 

registered  premises 
•Receiving  a  genera! 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

— 

30 

24 

Retail  shops 

2 

95 

73 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

2 

2 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

10 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

2 

138 

120 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered 
prenises  under  the  Act  .  „  . .  .  . 222 


8  contraventions  of  the Act  were  found,  namely  - 


Inadequate  temperature  . .  . .  2 
Inadequate  washing  facilities  ..  1 
Inadequate  sitting  facilities  . .  1 
First  aid  equipment  not  provided  . .  2 
Other  natters  .  „  . .  2 
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DISINFEST  IT I ON 


108  houses  were  disinfested,  in  the  main  because  of  infestation 
by  wasps  or  ants,  but  there  was  some  increase  in  the  nunber  of 
houses  found  to  have  a  cockroach  problem.  ,ji  isolated  house  was 
fumigated  for  fleas  believed  to  have  come  from  a  skin  rug  purchased 
abroad. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


There  have  been  no  particular  problems  with  rodent  control  in 
domestic  houses  or  factory  or  busihess  premises  but  the  Council  tip 
has  necessitated  vey  frequent  visits  to  prevent  a  build-up  of  the 
rat  colony,  adequate  control  was  maintained  and  although  complete 
clearance  of  rats  from  such  sites  is  virtualljr  impossible  it  is 
hoped  to  prevent  a  situation  arising  which  could  give  cause  for 
concern  and  result  in  rats  becoming  immune  to  anti- coagulant  poisons. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Type  mf  property 


Non— 

Agricultural  Agricultural 


1 .  Nunber  of  properties  in 

district  5,242 


2.  a) 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 

notification. 

485 

b) 

Nunber  infested  by  ( i)  Rats 

153 

(ii)  Mice 

57 

3.  a) 

Total  nunber  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 

notification. 

506 

b) 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

84 

(ii)  Mice 

49 

19 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


7 

7 

Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT ,  1961 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  year  1972  for  the  Ulverston 
Urban  District  in  the  County  of  Lancashire, 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 


Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Written i Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  sections  1,2,3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

5 

2 

— 

\ 

Factories  not  included  above  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

68 

73 

1 

— 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

73 

75 

_ _ _  ...  „ _ 

1 

2  -  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refei 
To  II. M. 

Inspector 

ared 

By  II, M. 
Inspector 

Pant  of  cleanliness  (si ) 

Over c r owd ing  ( S  2  ) 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3) 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors (s6) 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

1  ! 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

"" 

_ 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

TOTAL 

3 

3 

1 

Part  VI IT  of  the  Act. 


Particulars  under  Sections  133  and  1 3 \ 

No.  of  outworkers  in  August  list  . ,  Nil 

No.  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  Council  Nil 
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